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On Oct. 9, President Andres Rodriguez announced that Army chief Gen. Humberto Garcete would
be removed from his post in order face trial in a civilian court. This would be the first time in
Paraguay that a senior military leader has been brought to trial in civilian courts. Garcete is one
of four top military leaders implicated in an automobile theft network. He is also accused of being
the "intellectual author" of a Sept. 29 machinegun attack against the home of Hermes Saguir.
Saguier has been serving as defense attorney for former Fourth Infantry Division commander
Col. Luis Catalino Gonzalez Rojas. Gonzalez Rojas was detained in early September on charges of
slander following his denunciation of the involvement of senior military leaders in an international
automobile theft network. Garcete was among those implicated in the criminal activities denounced
by Gonzalez Rojas. According to the denunciations, members of the network were in charge of
bringing to Paraguay automobiles which were stolen in neighboring Argentina and Brazil. In
Paraguay, the vehicles were remodeled and repainted. They were then sent to Bolivia where they
were put up for sale. Details regarding the machinegun attack on Saguier's home surfaced in the
tape of a phone conversation made public on Oct. 5. In the tape, Garcete can be heard discussing
a plan to hire a gunman to "scare" an unnamed third party. Copies of the tape were distributed to
media outlets and to several embassies in Asuncion by Saguier and his brother Miguel. The brothers
are affiliated with the opposition Authentic Radical Liberal Party (Partido Liberal Radical Autentico,
PLRA). According to the Saguier brothers, the tape was made by Paraguayan security forces. In a
communique issued on Oct. 7, the government reported that an investigation had been launched
into the alleged telephone espionage operation. (Sources: Spanish news service EFE, 10/05/92,
10/09/92; Agence France-Presse, 10/05/92, 10/06/92, 10/08/92, 10/09/92)
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